
United States Department of the Interior 

OFFICE OF SURF ACE MINING 
RECLAMATION AND ENFORCEMENT 

710 Locust Street, 2°d Floor 
Knoxville, Tennessee 37902 

CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION 
AUTHORIZATION TO PROCEED 

West Dante Portals Project 
Site No. 12526 

FY 2012 AML Consolidated Grant #GR217510 Sub-account # 51303 
Priority 1: Portals (P) (18) $45,000 

Priority 2: Portals (2) $50,000 
Priority 2: Subsidence (S) $1,500 

Priority 3: Mine Openings (MO) (12) $24,000 
Priority 3: Hazardous Equipment and facilities (HEF) (9) $9,000 

Priority 3: Higbwall (H) (2) $2,000 
Estimated Cost: $131,500 

Dickenson County, Virginia 

The Virginia Department of Mines, Minerals and Energy (DMME), Division of Mined Land 
Reclamation (DMLR), Abandoned Mine Land Section submitted an Authorization to Proceed 
(ATP) request for Federal Abandoned Mine Land (AML) grant funds to the Office of Surface 
Mining Reclamation and Enforcement (OSM), Knoxville Field Office (KRO) for this project. 
The ATP request consists of a Categorical Exclusion Certification and Detennination (CE), with 
eligibility certification and determination, consultation correspondence, project description, 
location map, and description forms. The AML features are located off State Route 626, 627, 
673, and 846 in Dickenson County, Virginia. The project is in Problem Area V A0096. The 
West Dante Portals project is divided into six project areas. The coordinates for the individual 
project areas are: 
Project Area # 1: 82° I 9' 23"W & 36° 59' 06"N 
Project Area #2: 82° 20' lO"W & 36° 58' 42"N 
Project Area #3: 82° 20' I 7"W & 36° 58' 23"N 
Project Area #4: 82° 20 ' 42"W & 36° 58 ' 13''N 
Project Area #5: 82° I 8' 40"W & 36° 59' 14"N 
Project Area #6: 82° I 8' 27"W & 37° 00' 05"N 

The reclamation project will include the permanent closure of mine portals and auger holes, 
removal of haza.rdous mining equipment and facil ities, stabi lization of haul roads, and 
installation of drainage structures to adequately convey runoff from abandoned mine features to 
adequate .receiving channels. 

Based on the analysis in the CE, OSM finds reclamation to abate the AML project (18 Priority J 
portals; 2 Priority 2 portals; I Priority 2 subsidence feature; 12 Priority 3 mine openings; 9 
Priority 3 ha?ardous equipment and facilities, and 2 Priority 3 highwall features), with less than 
I 0 acres of land being disturbed, conforms to the exclusion criteria in 516 DM 6, Appendix 8, 
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and is excluded from further NEPA review. DMLR' s request to proceed with construction for 
the West Dante Portals Project is approved. Accordingly, pursuant to Federal Assistance Manual 
section 5-11-20D.3, you are authorized to proceed with the site reclamation. More Specific 
reasons for this determination are as follows: 

DMLR determined aJJ the features included within this AML project are a resull of past 
underground coal mining activities and a result of mining conducted prior to August 3, 1977. 
There is no continuing responsibility for any individual, fin11, or organization to reclaim this site; 
therefore DMLR finds the site eligible for AML funding. The Priority 3 land and water 
resources included within this AML project have been environmentally degraded by the adverse 
effects of coal mining practices, and are being abated in conjunction with the Priority 1 and/or 
Priority 2 reclamation involved, as provided under §402(g)(7) of SMCRA; DMLR determined 
this project will provide reasonable savings toward the objective of reclaiming ~II Priority 3 land 
and water problems within the jurisdiction of the Commonwealth of Virginia. 

The features for the West Dante Portals project are listed by Project are.a in the following tables. 
The documents DMLR used to verify mining dates before August 3, 1977, are listed by Project 
Area and features. 

Project Ar n #l Futuru 

ST\Y..078 Ponal, Priority 2 
ST\Y-079 Ponal, Priority :: 

JDK-003 Ponal, Priority 2 

\Y\YW-03 7 Ponal, Priority l 
JDK-00.t Hazardous Equipment & 
Facilities, Priority 3 

JDK-001 Portal. Priority 1 

P roject Area#:? Futures 

STW-086 Raz;udo usE:quipmem& 
Facilities, Priority 3 
STW-087 Ponal, Priority :: 
ST\Y..OS8 Ponal, Priority :? 
Sl\\"-089 Portal, Priority 1 
ST\\'-089A Ponal, Priority :: 

Sl\\"-090 Hazardous Equipment & 
Facilities, Priority 3 
S TW-0 91 Portal. Priority 1 
STW-09 1A Ponal, Priority 2 

JDK~05 Hazardous Equipmfilt & 
Facilities, Priority 3 

\ "A :?08 :\lap July '76 
db turbedlmined arus 

~o 

):o 

\ "A 108 :\lap July •76 
disturbed/m ined a~u 

Ytl 
Upper Banner Seam 

Yes 
Upper Banner Seam 

Ye.s 
Upper Ba.nnu Scam 

Yes 
Upper Banner Seam 

Other maps o r scans used 10 l'erif~· 

minino datu bdore AW!. 3 , H>77 
BSG469_0591 I shows, D. :\lulliru C oal, no 2, 
~line ID 05911 , shows all mine extents " ith 
date o f 1 ::9 - 1 Located on disturbed mined 
areas on a cop y of an aai.al photo bbcled 
USGS Sept. 29 , 1969 l \'CCL00080029 
BSG-J . 0_0~911_1 shows UB);_00 9 C B!\I -
6EOF this map date posted as 7 1 68 Located 
on distwbed mined a reas on a copy o f an aerial 
photo bbeled USGS Ser;1t 29 , 1969 
I VCCLOOOS0029 
BSG.t 7 1_0598 .t shows Connie Sue C oal and all 
mine e.."Ctfilts \\ith last mining o f 1 28 -; 1. 
Loc~ted on disturbed mined areas o n a copy o f 
an aerial photo labeled USGS Sept. :::9 , 1969 
l \'CCL0008 0029. 
BS470_ 05911_ 1 this portal ~.s Purott ti.line 
which is abandoned \\ith map date posted as 
7 l 68. 

Othu m aps or scans usrd to \•erily 
mining datu befor e Aug. 3, 1.977 
A.'<R1 061 sbo"-s mine e.-...t~ts ducd i 14 -; -
for the ponals and mining in this area 

A.'ffi.959 for Ring Coal Co, mine id 0 -l-l 59 \\lth 
mince.'\'.tentsdates of5 3 65showsthe adjacett 
w orks as Caledonia Coal Co, TJ:uck mine no 58 
and abandoned.. And on A.'.""R.10 61 a s adjacent 
mine and the m ost updated mine e.-,;tenls on the 
map 7 1-l 77 
• .\..'i""Rl 061 and A..'\,""R.105S for J\loly Ore ~lines 
Ltd, "'ith complete mine e.."tents dated 10 S 75 . 
Located on distwbcd·mincd areas o n a copy of 
an aerial photo labeled USGS Sept. :?9 , 1969 
1VCCL0008002S. 
Loc:uedon disturbed mined areas on a copy o f 
an amal photo labeled USGS Sept. ::9 , 1969 
lVCCLOOOSOO:!S 
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Project Ana #J Futurts \ .:\ :OSlhp Jaly •16 Other maps or scans med to \·erify 
d.isturbftl/miJled aru s miniJlc datts Mfore Aus. J, 1!>77 

S1'Y..095 Ponal, Priority ::! Yes BSG.165_0:::189 shows ~lullins & Stanley, Xo 
Upper Ba.rma Seam 1, mine 1d o::: 189 all mine utents dated to 8 65. 

STW..096 High"-all. priority 3 Yes RAPl ::::::6 shows tol<ll mine extents \\ith ponal 
S1'Y-09i Hazardow Equipment & Upper B~er Seam and AXR.106 1 shows mining extents d.ates of 
Facilities, Priority 3 1 ::!O 58 \\ith w;uu falls noted but mi»ing only 

the ponal 

Project Aru #4 Futures \"A :os ~hp July '76 Other maps or scans used 10 \ erif~· 

discurlxd/miued arus minini~ dales Mfore Au2. J, 1977 
JDK.{)0 - Pon al, Priority ::: Yes D."1...31_1 and D."l...31_::: shows Hash Coal, Xo 
\\"WW.{).l ; Ponal Pnority I Upper Banner Seam :::, mine 1d O.JSl ; \\ith all mine extents dated up 
JDK-008 Portal, Priority ::: to I ::: 6- Located on disturbed mined areas on 
www-0.i8 Portal Priority 1 a copy of an aerial photo labeled USGS Sept. 
WWW-051 Hazardow Eqwpmem & :::9, 1969 1\.CCL000800:::8 . 
Fae.dines, Prionty 3 
\\"\\"\Y.{)49 Portal, Priority 1 
S1'\ • .{)99 ~fine Ooeninit, Prioritv 3 
s n \--098 ~fine Opening. Priority 3 Yes BSG.165_0::: 189 shows unduground mine 
W\\"\Y-05::: Ponal Prioritv I Upper Banner Se:am exttnu up to I 66, shows auger wod.:s and map 
\\ "\\ "\\ · .{) 5 0 ~fine Op enin8, Priority 3 rec~nd ::: 66. Located on disturbed mined 
JDK.{)09 Hazardow Equipment & areas on a copy of an aerial photo labeled 
Facihties. Priorit)· 3 USGS Sept :!9, 1969 l\'CCL000800:::s 
STW.{)94 Portal, Priority ::: 
W\\'"W-053 Portal Priority ::: 
Sn\-.{)93 Ponal Prioritv ::: 

Project Aru #5 Features \":\ :os .Map Jaly '76 Other maps or scans used to verify 
disturMd/mined areas minine dates Mfore Aue. J 15177 

Sn\·.os3 Portal Priority ::! ~o RAPl ::!H shows Ro\\iett Coal Co, Little 
Laurel Branch, ''ith undergrow1d mine extents 
up to I::: 30 60. Located on disturbed mined 
areas on a copy of an ael'UI photo labeled 
USGS Sept :!9, 1969 1 \·ccLOOOS00::!9 

SlW.{)6.l ~line Opening. Priority 3 Yes Located on disturbed mined areas on a copy of 
JDK-016 Subsidence, Priorit)· ::: Upper Banner Seam an aenal photo labeled USGS Sept ::!9, 1969 
Sn\.-065 Ponal Pr:iorit\· 1 1 \ ·ccL000800:!9. 
S1'Y..08:! Ponal, Priority 1 ~o BSG.i 76_0:!58.J_1 shows auger and portals 
\\"\\"\Y-0.l.l ~lme Opening. Priority 3 \\ith nup posted date of 3 :!5 - o. Located on 
JDK-010 ~line Opening. Priority 3 disturbed mined areas on a copy of an aerial 
\"YW-0.13 ~line Optning. Priority 3 photo bbeltd USGS Sept. :'.9, 1969 

1 \·ccLOOOS00::!9. 
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rroject Arca i16 features 

JDK-0 l.t Haum:k1u.-. Eqwp & 
I Faciliti es. Pnorit)' 3 

JDK-0 I S PonaJ. Priority 1 I ST\\.-1 16 Pon aJ. l'nority I 
. · I \\'- 1 17 Ponal. Prionty I 
ST\\' - J 171\ Porul, Prioritv I 

I ST\\'- 11 78 Pom l. Priority I 
ST\\' -118 Ponal. Priority l 

I JDK-{>13 Pt'nal. Priorit)' :! 
5TW-1ll0 Mine Op ening, Pnonty I 

I 'i1W- ttl l f'N1al & Mine Opening. 
rnonc.y1 

I STW- l(l lA Mine Openin~, PrioriL)' 3 
STW- 101 PurtaJ . P:1vnt. I 
STW- 10..\ Mine Opcnmt\, l'nonty .~ 

JDK-0 11 H1ghw;ill. Prioril} 3 
STV. ... J 13 Mme Opening. Pnunty 3 

$'1 \\.- I 15 Po:ial Prionty I 
ST \\.'- 119 Portal. Prion:y i 

l STW- 110 Haza:rduu' E<!u1prnc111 & 
Fa il iti~. Pnority 3 

I 
\\. W\\'-056 Von a!. l'rionlY :! 
\I. \\l\\' -057 PC\l't.al. Pnon ty 1 
WW\\1 ·05S P<'nal, Prionty I 

I WWW--059 Mine 0 ·nin~. Priuri tv '\. 

\'A 208 ~lap July '76 
di.~tui-hed!mined areu 

No - -

Y es 
l !ppcr BJJU1cr Si.'.am 

Other maps or 'lCllDS uSt"d to verif~ 
mining dllti.'S before Au . 3. J977 
Located on di$tul'bcd'nuned area<: cm l! i.:c,-py or 
an aenaJ photo lahc:k<l USGS Sept. :!9. 1969 
I VCCL000&00'.19. 

Located on disturb<:tifmineJ areas on " copy o f 
an aerial pholl• labeled US(j$ Sept :!9 . !QM 
I VCCL000800~4 

DMLR sent all appropriate government agencies NEPA consultation request letters for the 
proposed project. Agency recommendations are discussed below. 

The Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) did not find any natural 
heritage resources documented according to the information currenlly on file. Since the 
reclamation activities will include closure of mine portals, DCR requested an assessment 
of the project site for bat habitat suitability be conducted and coordinated with the US 
Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) and the Virginia Department of Game and Inland 
Fisheries (VDGIF). DMLR will perform habitat surveys and provide results to the 
appropriate agencies prior to selecting a closure method. Portals with potential bat 
habitat wi IJ be sealed so as to alJow continued bat access. 

The Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) responded the project areas 
are in the Lick Creek drainage of the Clinch River Sub-basin of the Tennessee River 
Basin. The area has a total maximum daily load in place for Aquatic Life impainnent 
due to sedimentation, so special care to prevent additional sedimentation is needed. 
DEQ has no objections provided the project complies with the folJowing: 

• Includes sediment and erosion control measures and seeding of disturbed 
areas will utilize no-invasive species. 

• Abides by all applicable laws and regulations. 
• Obtains all permits and approvals are obtained prior to construction. 

4 

• Incorporates features which prevent significant adverse impacts on ambient 
air quality, water quality, wetlands, historic structures, fish wildlife, and 
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species of plants, animals or insects listed by state agencies as rare, 
threatened or endangered. 

The CE addresses DEQ's recommendations by requiring the contractor to implement 
strict erosion and sediment control measures throughout the construction phase of the 
project. The project design will utilize best management practices to minimize 
stonnwater runoff. The contract documents will include specific sediment and erosion 
control practices and will comply with State and local erosion and sediment control laws 
and regulations. 

5 

The Department of Historic Resources (DHR) review of inventory files indicated no 
recorded historic districts, structures or archaeological sites withjn Lhe project area of 
potentia l effects. Based on the documentation provided, DHR recommends a finding of 
No Historic Properties Affected for the project area site. Should project construction 
activities reveal the presence of other historic or cultural resources, construction activities 
will cease pending further and immediate consultation with the DHR. 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) responded that if the project will not 
impact jurisdictional areas and will be limited to portal closure in upland areas, no permit 
would be required. A USACE permjt may be required for any work in jurisdictional 
areas. Since reclamation activities wil1 have an impact upon waters and/or wetlands 
under the USA CE jurisdiction, the CE states aU applicable Section 404/401 water quality 
permits will be obtained prior to construction and Section 404/401 permit conditions will 
be strictly adhered to during construction. 

The following agencies did not respond to DMLR's NEPA consultation request letter: 
Virginia Marine Resources Commission 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Virginia Department of Garne and Inlar1d Fisheries 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 

The CE states all disturbed areas will be seeded w ith plant species from the list agreed to by state 
and federal agencies. 

If needed, borrow or disposal sites will be from/on adjacent mined land that has previously been 
disturbed. The Division of Mined Land Reclamation will contact the Office of Surface Mining 
for approval prior to implementation of borrow or disposal area(s ). 

In accordance with OSM Directive AML-1 , please update the electronic Abandoned Mine Land 
Inventory System ( eAMLIS) for the Problem Area Description (PAD), SpJashdam V A000096, 
for the West Dante Portals Project from "unfunded" to " funded" based on your budget estimate 

.1£ r the p ~ ect. 

• I I I b !fb.D{ { l l1t--..~A , 
Debra Date Ian B. Dye, Jr. ~ 
OSM Environmental Reviewer Manager 
AMURegulatory Program Specialist Big Stone Gap Office 



V. RESPONSIBLE OFFICIAL CERTIFICATION 

Signature: _ _ _______________ Date: ____ 1'"""2"----'-11-'--=2-"-0-'-13~ 

() 

Machelle W. Meade 
Abandoned Mine Land Program Specialist 

VI. OSM DETERMINATION 

This project conforms with the exclusion criteria in 516 DM 6, 
Appendix 8 , and is excluded from further NEPA compliance. 

This project does not conform with the exclusion criteria in 516 DM 6, 
Appendi and require environme al assessment. 
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