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Knoxville, Tennessee 37902

CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION

AUTHORIZATION TO PROCEED

Everglades Erosion Repair Project
Site No. 13523

Grant No. GR317510 Sub-account No. 51303

Priority 2: 1.0 acre (CSL) Clogged Stream Land
Estimated Cost: $50,000

Lee County, Virginia

The Virginia Department of Mines, Minerals and Energy (DMME), Division of Mined Land
Reclamation (DMLR), Abandoned Mine Land Section submitted an Authorization to Proceed
(ATP) request for Federal Abandoned Mine Land (AML) FY 2013 grant funds to the Office of
Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement (OSMRE), Knoxville Field Office (KFO) for the
Everglades Erosion Repair Project. The ATP request consists of a Categorical Exclusion
Certification and Determination (CE), with eligibility documentation, consultation
correspondence, project description, location map, and e-AMLIS forms.

The Everglades Erosion Repair Project site is located within the Ely Creek watershed, off State
Route (SR) 765, near the community of St. Charles in Lee County, VA. Coordinates for the
approximate project location center are latitude 36° 47' 04"N, and longitude 83° 06' 57"W.
Project area mapping is comprised of the Pennington Gap USGS 7.5 Min. Quadrangle. The
project site is within the Stone Creek Problem Area, VA-000257. The reclamation project will
consist of repairing existing slope erosion conditions and constructing drainage structures to
convey surface runoff, the source oferosion, into adequate receiving channels. Strict erosion and
sediment control measures will be implemented throughout constructions and all disturbed areas
will be promptly revegetated using seed mixtures agreed upon by state and federal agencies.

Based on the analysis in the CE, OSMRE finds reclamation to abate the Priority 2 AML project of
one acre of clogged stream land, with less than 2.0 acres of land being disturbed, conforms to the
exclusion criteria in 516 DM 6, Appendix 8, and is excluded from further NEPA review, reasons
for this determination are as follows:

DMLR's review of the Southwest Virginia 208 Plan Pennington Gap Quadrangle Coal Outcrop
Map, shows strip mining along the Taggart crop line, within the project area, prior to July, 1976.
Additionally, the Historical USGS Pennington Gap 1955 Quadrangle Map photo revised in 1969,
shows strip mining in the project area along the contour line, and OSMRE's aerial photo number
150525, dated 10/22/78, shows the project area to be previously disturbed. The AML








