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FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

AUTHORIZATION TO PROCEED

Elk Creek Landslide Project
Site No; 13514
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Priority 1: 1 (DS) Dangerous Slide
Estimated Cost: $42,500.00
Buchanan County, Virginia

The Virginia Department of Mines, Minerals and Energy (DMME), Division of Mined Land
Reclamation (DMLR), Abandoned Mine Land Section submitted an Authorization to Proceed
(ATP) request for Federal Abandoned Mine Land (AML) grant funds to the Office of Surface
Mining Reclamation and Enforcement (GSM), Knoxville Field Office (KFO) for the Elk Creek
Landslide Project from Fiscal Year (FY) 2013 grant funds. DMLR's ATP request consists of an
Environmental Assessment (EA), Project Eligibility Documentation, e-AMLIS information, and
associated NEPA consultation documents. The project area is located south of State Route (SR)
711, on Upper Elk Creek, in Buchanan County, Virginia. The project is located on the Hurley
USGS 7.5 Min. Quadrangle, with center coordinates of 82° 2' 44.672" W and 37° 28' 17.36"N.
The total disturbed area is less than one acre and is located in Problem Area VAOOOl 83, Bubby
Branch. The surrounding project area is predominantly residential and forested property.

Features for this project resulted from underground mining operations in the Splashdam coal
seam by the R&H Coal Company (Mine Index #03270). Mine index cards show an abandonment
date of February 28, 1964 for the mine. In 2007, DMLR completed reclamation of four deep
mine entries resulting from this mine, however reclamation did not include handling of the spoil
that was created from these entries, cast over the mine bench on onto the down slope below. The
spoil downslope is now creating a high risk for a landslide into Elk Creek. This feature is
directly related to past coal mining activities conducted prior to August 3, 1977, and there is no
continuing responsibility for any individual, firm, or organization to reclaim this site; therefore
DMLR finds the site eligible for AML funding.

Work for this project will include; excavation of unstable material in, above, and around the slide
area and then stabilizing the area with riprap material, and regrading and revegetation of all areas
of disturbance with non-invasive species using plant lists approved by state and federal agencies
for AML reclamation projects.








