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OFFICE OF SURFACE MINING

RECLAMATION AND ENFORCEMENT

710 Locust Street, 2"" Floor
Knoxvllle, Tennessee 37902

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

AUTHORIZATION TO PROCEED

Bull Creek Church Landslide Project
Site No: 14503

Grant No. GR417510 Sub-account No. 51403

Priority 1: 1 (DS) Dangerous Slide
Estimated Cost: $181,720

Buchanan County, Virginia

The Virginia Department of Mines, Minerals and Energy (DMME), Division of Mined Land
Reclamation (DMLR), Abandoned Mine Land Section submitted an Authorization to Proceed
(ATP) request for Federal Abandoned Mine Land (AML) grant funds to the Office of Surface
Mining Reclamation and Enforcement (OSMRE), Knoxville Field Office (KFO) for the Bull
Creek Church Landslide Project from Fiscal Year (FY) 2014 grant funds. DMLR's ATP request
consists of an Environmental Assessment (EA), Project Eligibility Documentation, e-AMLIS
information, and associated NEPA consultation documents. The project area is located
approximate 2.2 miles southwest of the intersection of State Route 460 and State Route 609, and
approximately 1.0 mile west of the community of Maxie in Buchanan County, Virginia. The
project is located on the Harman USGS 7.5 Min. Quadrangle, with center coordinates of 37° 17'
51.138" N and 82° 11' 34.560"W. The total disturbed area is less than one acre and is located in

Problem Area VA000288, Harman Junction. The surrounding project area is predominantly
residential and forested property.

Features for this project resulted from underground mining operations in the Hagy and
Splashdam coal seam. DMME records and mine mapping show the mine works as Harman
Mining Mine #2. This operation was abandoned in early 1974. The landslide feature is a result
of water currently discharging from old Hagy and Splashdam coal seam workings through
collapsed entries to underground mine works. The discharges are located immediately up
gradient of occupied dwellings and a public road (Bull Creek Road). The one acre of Priority 1
Dangerous Landslide feature is directly related to past coal mining activities conducted prior to
August 3, 1977, and there is no continuing responsibility for any individual, firm, or organization
to reclaim this site; therefore DMLR finds the site eligible for AML funding.

Work for this project will include; excavation of unstable material in, above, and around the slide
area and then stabilizing the area with riprap material, correcting drainage by regrading of the










