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The Virginia Department of Mines, Minerals and Energy (DMME), Division of Mined Land
Reclamation (DMLR), Abandoned Mine Land Section submitted an Authorization to Proceed
(ATP) request for Federal Abandoned Mine Land (AML) FY 2012 grant funds to the Office of
Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement (OSMRE), Knoxville Field Office (KFO) for the
Bladon Pits Project. The ATP request consists of a Categorical Exclusion Certification and
Determination (CE), with eligibility documentation, consultation correspondence, project
description, location map, and e-AMLIS forms.

The Bladon Pits Project site is located approximately two miles south of the town of Manakin and
one mile north of the intersection of Watkins Landing Road (State Route 652) and Huguenot Trail
(Route 711) in Powhatan County, Virginia. Coordinates for the approximate project location
center are latitude 37° 35' 05"N, and longitude 77° 43' 00"W. Project area mapping is comprised
of the Midlothian USGS 7.5 Min. Quadrangle Map. The project site is within the Norwood Creek
Problem Area, VA-000552 of the Richmond Coalfields. Reclamation will consist of eliminating
three Priority 1 Vertical Openings (VO) labeled HM18, HM20, and HM26, by filling and
permanently sealing each feature.

Based on the analysis in the CE, OSMRE finds reclamation to abate the Priority 1 AML project of
three vertical openings, with less than 3.0 acres of land being disturbed, conforms to the exclusion
criteria in 516 DM 6, Appendix 8, and is excluded from further NEPA review; reasons for this
determination are as follows:

DMLR's review of mining history for the vertical openings addressed in this project date as far
back as 1748, when the earliest commercial mining was to have occurred in North America.
Bladon Pits are noted in the Virginia Division of Mineral Resources Publication 85: Mining
History of the Richmond Coalfield of Virginia and mining was conducted prior to 1880 with
regards to entry HM26. Hazard HM20 is referenced in DHR records as being associated with the
Norwood Mine, operated in the 1SCO's, with partial reclamation of this site conducted in 1987 by
DMLR. Review of mining history for entry HM18 shows mining operations ceasing in 1927, with














