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United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF SURFACE MINING

RECLAMATION AND ENFORCEMENT

710 Locust Street, 2"^^ Floor
Knoxvllle, Tennessee 37902

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

AUTHORIZATION TO PROCEED

Bearwallow Gob Pile Project
Site No: 14301

Grant No. GR417510 Sub-account No. 51403

Priority 2: (GO) Gob Pile/Priority 2: (H) Highwall
Estimated Cost: $6,000

Russell County, Virginia

The Virginia Department of Mines, Minerals and Energy (DMME), Division of Mined Land
Reclamation (DMLR), Abandoned Mine Land Section submitted an Authorization to Proceed
(ATP) request for Federal Abandoned Mine Land (AML) grant funds to the Office of Surface
Mining Reclamation and Enforcement (OSM), Knoxville Field Office (KFO) for the Bearwallow
Gob Pile Project from Fiscal Year (FY) 2014 grant funds. DMLR's ATP request consists of an
Environmental Assessment (EA), Project Eligibility, determination and findings for government
financed construction projects, and resource consultation documentation. The project area is
located off State Route 63, approximately 1.4 miles east of Dante in Russell County, Virginia.
Two gob piles comprise a total of 6 acres with the following locations: Pile 1, 36° 58' 46" and
82° 16' 32" and Pile 2, 36° 59' 7" and 82° 16' 42". A third pile. Pile 3, may be added to the
project following additional NEPA consultation. Pile 3 is located at 36° 58' 48" and 82° 16' 45".
The project will also abate 600 feet of a highwall feature. The project is located in Problem Area
VA000094.

Reclamation activities will entail: installing, maintaining, and removing temporary erosion and
sedimentation control throughout construction; excavating the gob piles; extinguishing all
combustion found; removing all material down to natural ground and topsoil; and applying
revegetation materials. The contractor has the option to not exceed removal of 5,000 marketable
tons, should this tonnage not be exceeded, the contractor is only responsible for reclaiming the
area disturbed. Screening and physical processing will be conducted at the project site.
Backfilling and grading of the highwall will be accomplished with the unmarketable coal waste,
and no material will remain hot when used for backfill. Topsoil material will be salvaged from
the adjacent pre-SMCRA benches and then evenly redistributed over the unmarketable coal
waste used to backfill the highwall. The original topsoil will be distributed as needed to fully
cover the disturbed hollow area after coal waste removal. Seeding will be completed using a
reclamation seed mix that is certified weed-free and free of invasive non-native plant species.
No disposal area is to be closer than 100 feet to intermittent or perennial streams. No in-stream
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