Authorization to Proceed (ATP)

Ashland 13th Street
Abandoned Mine Land (AML) Reclamation Project
based on Categorical Exclusion (CX)
Boyd County, Kentucky

The Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement (OSM) has completed a
review of the November 29, 2012 request for ATP with construction activity on the
Ashland 13th Street AML Reclamation Project prepared by the Kentucky Department for
Natural Resources, Division of Abandoned Mine Lands (DAML).

OSM found that the appropriate request documents were submitted and appear to
support the need for the proposed construction activity. OSM confirmed that the
required information for this project has been included in the AML Inventory System
(AMLIS) for Problem Areas (PA) #s KY-004225-SGA.

OSM reviewed the Categorical Exclusion Determination (CX) NEPA environmental
review document prepared by the Division of Abandoned Mine Lands for the AML
reclamation project. We have determined that the currently proposed activity requested
is adequately considered in the approved CX NEPA environmental review document. In
addition, the proposed activity conforms with exclusion criteria in 516 DM 2 and 13,
does not involve any of the general exceptions in 516 DM 13.5(A)(33) or extraordinary
circumstances listed in 516 DM 2, Appendix 2, and is excluded from further NEPA
compliance. We have prepared and | have signed a CX for this project. We
recommend that appropriate consideration be given to the recommendations and
comments provided in the response letters from the consultation agencies. Please give
special attention to the following recommendation (s).

- Should clearing of trees, deemed to be potential habitat for the Indiana bat,
outside of AML impacted areas become necessary outside of the accepted tree
removal period (October 15 — March 31), a habitat assessment and/or
consultation with the USFWS will be required.

- Please follow all appropriate provisions included in the DAML Erosion and
Sediment Control Best Management Practices (BMP) Plan guidance document
throughout the construction activity at this site.



Accordingly, pursuant to Section 5-11-20D.3 of the Federal Assistance Manual and my
signature on this notification document, DAML is authorized to proceed with the
construction activity for this project as described in the ATP request documents
submitted by DAML for this project and further conditioned in this notification, and
expend Federal funds in accordance with AML grant terms and conditions.

Joseph L. Blackburn, Field Office Director Date
OSM Lexington Field Office
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 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Office Of Surface Mining Reclamation And Enforcement
ABANDONED MINE LANDS

CATEGORICAL EXCLUS ION., CERTIFICATION AND DETERMINATION

“State; KY : 7 PA: KY 4225 SGA .
‘Project Name: Ashland- 13" Street AML Reclamation Project
Project Description: Close a portal.and control drainage

i ' ‘GENERAL EXCEPTIONS

Docs the prOJ ject type specifieally require an EA m 5 1 6 DM 6, Appendix 8 a5 L
specified i Item I of the: attached mstrucuoms? No [x] . Yes[1-

[T ~ DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR BXCEPTIONS |
| Will the project have any of the following:”
A significant 'adverse- effect-on public 1]1éa]:t}.'1',?or‘-safétyf? - No "[x]: Y-es; [ 1

An adverse: effect onany of the. followmg umquc gcog1aphlc charactcnstxcs" If

“yes,” check the ones that apply: : No'{x] Yes : { B!
T Parks (state; local or National) [ ] Wild orScenic Rivers:

[ ] Recreationor Refuge Lands [] Wetlands.
] Wilderress Areas . [] Floodpiams
] Ecologically: Significant 01 [ ] SoleorPrincipal Dmlkmg

[
I
[ .
Critical Areas Water Aquifers ”

417 Prime Parmlands
Highly controversial environmental effects? No: {x] Yes: [ ]

| Highly uncertain and potentially significant environmental: effects ol -
umque or unknown emqromnental 1‘151(89 . No. [x]- Yes [ ]

A precedent for future action or a decision in principle about fitture. _ _ o
actions with potentially significant environimental effects? » No [xT Yes [ ]

Directly related to other actions w1‘ch mdmdually insignificant but cumulatwely . _
significant envnonmental effect's,? No-[x] Yes T[]

Adverse effects on properties I1sted or ehg1ble for listing onthe Natmnal Reglster of o
Historic Places? v No [x]: Yes [ ]

: _Adve1 se effects on species listed or proposed to be listed on the List of Endangered
‘or Threatened Species, or have adverse effects on designated Critical Habitat for _
these: specles‘7 No [x] “Yes [ ]
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| ‘Require compliance with Executive Order 11988 (Floodplain Managemcntl,
Executive QOrder 11990 (Weﬂands Protection) or The-

Fish and Wildlife Coordination: Act? No [x]. Yes ]
Threaten to violate a Federal, State, Tribal or local law or'requitement imposed for- ' ‘
the protecnon of the-environment?- No [x] Yes [ ]
TR "~ RESOURCE IMPACT EXCEPTIONS -
Are there any unresolved issues or adverse effects requiring specialized mltlgaﬁon : '
for any of the following resources‘7 Ifyes; check the ones that-apply. No'[x] Yes [ ]
[]1 Topography [] I—hstonc and Cultural
[ ] LandUse (mcludes prime i'annland) [ 1 Recreation
11 Soils [] Air Quahty
[ ] Vegetation. (111c]udes wetlands) ) Noise ‘
[] Hydrology- [] Other (includes socio-
1[] Fish and Wil dhfc geotiomics)
V. ~ATTACH CONSULTATION IFTTERS AND A LOCATION MAP
2 RESPONSIBLE OFFICIAL G‘_ERTH?ICATION‘
:Signature' - Z/’,q} A . Date: f/ / <9 / ZotE

| Name and Title: Robert F. Sco’tt Director
Division of Abandoned Mine Lands

VI "OSM DETERMINATION

] This project conforms with the exclusion cr1tc1la in 516 Dm 6, Appendlx 8 and. is excluded from further
NEPA compliance.

[ ] Thisproject does not conform with the exclusion criteriain 516 DM 6, Appendlx 8, and requires an

environmeiital assessme%
Signature: %K Date: 2%[3 é Zﬁ/ L

| Name and Title: Joseph L. Blackburn, Field Office Director.
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