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Miller, Corey T.

Subject: FW: ATP SYNOPSIS-WEST KENTUCKY SHAFTS III
Attachments: Coiltown Topo Subsidence Holes.jpg; Coiltown Aerial Subsidence Holes.jpg; WKY SHafts III 

Bevil Highwal SP repair aerial map.jpg; P1010021.JPG; P1010023.JPG; P2150011.JPG; 
P2150013.JPG; ATP synopsis.pdf

 

From: Train, Shannon (EEC) [mailto:shannon.train@ky.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 9:25 AM 
To: Miller, Corey T.; Cassel, Steven R. "Steve" 
Subject: ATP SYNOPSIS-WEST KENTUCKY SHAFTS III 
 
Gentlemen, 
Attached are documents for ATP to do maintenance on West Kentucky Shafts III. 
Thanks, 
Shannon 
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Memorandum 
 
Date:  November 14, 2011                 
 
To:  West Kentucky Shafts III (Maint) Abandoned Mine Land (AML)  
  Reclamation Project File SubAccount# 30.148410000   
 
From: Corey Miller, Program Specialist 
 Lexington Field Office (LFO), Program Support Branch (PSB) 
 
Subject: Review of "Authorization to Proceed" (ATP) Request 
   
The Branch recommends that the Field Office Director (FOD) authorize the State of 
Kentucky to proceed with the construction activity proposed on the West Kentucky 
Shafts III Maintenance AML Reclamation Project. The Branch prepared an ATP letter 
for the FOD review. The Branch recommends that the FOD sign the ATP in the space 
provided. 
 
The original signed ATP letter will be sent to the Division of Abandoned Mine Lands 
(DAML) Director. In addition, a scanned copy of this authorization document will be 
attached to a transmittal email to the DAML Director, along with a "cc" to the 
Department for Natural Resources (DNR) Commissioner. 
 
The Kentucky DAML ATP request dated October 27, 2011, was actually received at 
LFO on November 9, 2011 via email.  The ATP was processed within 4 working days 
and within 6 calendar days; therefore, the customer service target of 14 working days, 
as well as the Federal employee performance appraisal standard of 
30 calendar days to process an ATP have been met. 
 
DAML designated funding for the construction work under the State Subaccount # 
30.148410000 Maintenance account, under the budget category entitled Project Costs 
(Non-Water Supply) of Kentucky's FY 2012 30th AML Annual Construction Grant 
(ACG).  The project is located in Hopkins County. 
 
The maintenance project addresses conditions on the Johnny Harrison AML 
Reclamation Project (State Subaccount# 27.218032700) authorized previously on 
April 14, 2008, of which a State final inspection was conducted on October 15, 
2009. 
 
An office review of the current maintenance ATP proposal and previously submitted and 
accepted ATP request documents was conducted. The documents consisted of: a 
project description and a location map; reference to a National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) review documented in an Environmental Assessment (EA) and Finding of No 
Significant Impact (FONSI) for the previous project, with agency consultation response 
letters attached; and reference to a previously processed Abandoned Mine Land 
Inventory System (AMLlS) Problem Area Description (PAD) summary and appropriate 
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Priority Documentation Forms for PA# KY-002260-SGA & KY-003739-SGA. 
Additionally, I have included a copy of the LFO review and recommendation 
memorandum, along with other environmental review analysis as part of the NEPA 
documentation for this maintenance project. 
 
A pre-approval field inspection of the proposed project was deemed unnecessary, since 
the original project was previously authorized and no unique characteristics warranting 
special field verification were noted and it wasn't selected for field verification under the 
EY 2012 Oversight Agreement. 
 
The EA previously submitted for the construction activity at the site for the previously 
authorized project was reviewed and found to adequately evaluate the environmental 
concerns and impacts of the currently proposed maintenance construction activity within 
the current NEPA review guidance. No significant impacts have been reported to this 
office or identified by the Branch. The Branch recommends that OSM accept the EA 
previously submitted by the Kentucky DAML and FONSI signed by OSM on April 14, 
2008 as adequate NEPA consideration for the proposed maintenance activity. The 
responses from agencies consulted for the NEPA review are summarized in the file of 
the previously authorized project, a copy of which is also included in the current 
maintenance project file. The responses from agencies consulted for the NEPA review 
are summarized in the LFO review and recommendation memorandum dated 
April 10, 2008. 
 
The comments from the Kentucky State Clearinghouse, Kentucky's "Single Point of 
Contact" (SPOC) pertaining to AML Non-Water Supply projects included no comments 
that affect this proposal. The information to update PA # KY-002260-SGA and KY-3739-
SGA was directly input into the AMLIS by the DAML under the previous AML 
reclamation project and accepted by OSM. No new AML problems are to be addressed 
under this maintenance project. 
 
The Area Office AML staff will be notified of this project authorization by cc'd copy of the 
email notifying DAML of this ATP or email of an updated State AML Project List after the 
authorization of this project and availability of the project documents on the LFO State 
AML reclamation project tracking database. 
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Steve Cassel

From: Carrie_Lona@fws.gov
Sent: Friday, April 04, 2008 10:57 AM
To: Steve Cassel
Subject: FWS 2008-B-0446; W. KY Multishaft III AML Reclamation Project; (Multiple Counties)

Dear Mr. Cassel:

The Frankfort, KY Field Office of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has reviewed the 
subject project in accordance with the Endangered Species Act
(ESA) and Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (FWCA).  The project occurs within the 
vicinity of the Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), gray bat (Myotis grisescens), fanshell 
(Cyprogenia stegaria), catspaw (Epioblasma o.
obliquata), and the American burying beetle (Nicrophorus americanus).  The site will not 
impact potential habitat of the fanshell, catspaw, or gray bat.  The American burying 
beetle is thought to extirpated from the state of Kentucky, and is therefore unlikely to 
be negatively impacted by the
project.   No potential Indiana bat winter habitat occurs onsite and the
closest known hibernacula are within 17.5 miles of the site.  In order to avoid impacting 
potential summer roost trees, trees will only be cleared from October 15 through March 31.

Your staff has determined that the proposed project would not likely adversely affect any 
federally listed species, and our office agrees. With this information, we believe the 
requirements of Section 7 of the ESA have been fulfilled.  However, obligations under 
Section 7 of the Act must be reconsidered if (1) new information reveals impacts of the 
proposed action may affect listed species or critical habitat in a manner not previously 
considered, (2) the proposed action is subsequently modified to include activities which 
were not considered during this consultation, or (3) new species are listed or critical 
habitat designated that might be affected by the proposed action.

The comments provided above have been submitted electronically (e-mail) to expedite 
processing of the subject application(s).  These comments have been discussed and approved
by Mr. Virgil Lee Andrews, Jr., Field Supervisor and therefore should be considered the 
comments of the Service and Kentucky Field Office.  We appreciate the opportunity to 
provide input on the proposed project(s).  If you have any questions on this comment 
letter or its contents, please contact me at (502) 695-0468, Ext.116.

__________________________________________________________________
Carrie L. Lona
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
330 W. Broadway, Rm. 265
Frankfort, KY 40601
502-695-0468 ext. 116

   ...><(((>        ...><(((>        ... ><(((>        ... ><(((>
"Be the change you wish to see in the world."
~M. Gandhi




