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October 13, 2011 

RE: Ramona Humphrey Group II AML Reclamation Project (Floyd County) 

Dear Mr. Blackburn: 

Leonard K. Peters 
Secretary 

Carl E. Campbell 
Commissioner 

We are requesting "Authorization to Proceed" with site-specific construction activities on the referenced 
project, as described in the enclosed package. Enclosed are a project description, location maps, and eligibility 
information for the above-referenced project. The PAD's for problem area #'s KY 0694 SGA, KY 3632 SGA, 
KY 3810 SGA, and KY 3946 SGA have been prepared and entered into the e-AMLIS by the division. The PAD 
information has not been included in this A TP package; however, all necessary information (the problem area 
description (PAD) supplemental forms and an engineer cost estimate) can be found online in e-AMLIS for your 
review. An eligibility determination that finds the proposed project eligible for AML funding has been reviewed 
and signed by the Office of Legal Services. Also, enclosed is a Categorical Exclusion with two agency 
consultation response documents and two DAML consultation documents attached. The Kentucky Heritage 
Council was not contacted, as the project sites have been previously disturbed and fall under the exemption 
agreement between AML and KHC. 

AML Program Development staff conducted a search of the Kentucky State Nature Preserves Commission 
(KSNPC) BIOnCS database. This search revealed one species of state concern, monitored by the KSNPC, is 
known to occur within one mile of the project site, and that no species listed as threatened or endangered, under 
the United States Endangered Species Act (USESA), are known to exist within ten miles of the project site. The 
species noted in the search is the Squarrose goldenrod (Solidago squarrosa). Additionally, the entirety of the 
Commonwealth of Kentucky has been determined, by the United States Fish and Wildlife Service, to be the 
potential habitat of the Indiana bat (Myotis soda/is - USESA Listed Endangered). 

As described in the attached memo, dated July 8, 2011 , these species should not be negatively impacted. 
The area to be impacted by this project is not within any area held to be the "Known Habitat" of the Indiana bat 
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MEMORANDUM 

To:  Ramona Humphrey Group II AML Reclamation Project file 

From: Edwin A. Boone, Jr., Environmental Scientist II, Project Management 

Branch, Staff Biologist 

 

E-Signed by boone
VERIFY authenticity with e-Sign

 

Through:  Bill Overman, Branch Manager, Program Development Branch 

Re: Results of Kentucky State Nature Preserves Commission (KSNPC) 

database search 

Date: July 8, 2011 

On Friday, July 8, 2011, I conducted a search of the KSNPC database in order to determine if any 

species that are monitored by the KSNPC are known to occur within the near vicinity (a 1 mile radius) of 

any of the site to be disturbed by this project, and if any federally listed threatened and endangered 

species are known to occur within the general area (a 10 mile radius) of these sites.  These searches 

revealed that one species of state concern monitored by the KSNPC occurs within one mile, and that no 

federally listed threatened and endangered species are known to exist within ten miles of the project site.  

The species noted in the search is:   

• Squarrose goldenrod (Solidago squarrosa – KSNPC Historical Record) 

This project consists of one site, and includes the closure of one mine opening with a “bat friendly” 

wildlife access gate, drainage improvements, and the clearing of debris from the blowout from a section 

of streambed.   

The squarrose goldenrod is a species of vascular plant that was historically known to exist throughout 

a significant portion of the eastern coalfields of Kentucky.  The historical record noted in the above 

database search is for all of Pike County, and dates from 1941.  Its preferred habitat consists of dry, 

rocky, open woodlands, thickets, or forest clearings.  The areas to be disturbed by project-related 

activities include stream, streambank, streamside, and residential yard habitats, all of which have been 

thoroughly disturbed by past coal, gas well, and residential construction and maintenance activities.  

These areas do not approximate the preferred habitat of the squarrose goldenrod.  Therefore, even if the 






