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Cassel, Steven R. "Steve"


From: Cassel, Steven R. "Steve"
Sent: Thursday, April 21, 2011 3:19 PM
To: 'Steve Hohmann (steve.hohmann@ky.gov)'
Cc: 'carl.campbell@ky.gov'; 'mark.meade@ky.gov'; 'Bill.Overman@ky.gov'; 'Howell, Ryan (EEC)'; 


'Train, Shannon (EEC)'; Rickwa, Vanna (EEC); Blackburn, Joseph L. "Joe"; Smith, Gail; 
Turner, Samuel R. "Sam"; Francis, Gary D.; Edwards, Chester L. "Chet"; Holliday, James 
"Jim"; Miller, Corey T.; Estes, Loren A.


Subject: ATP Transmittal: Little Fork Mine Blowout High Priority ATP, Pike County
Attachments: AR-M550N_20110421_153304.pdf


The Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement (OSM) has completed a review of your April 19, 2011, 
request for ATP with construction activity on the Little Fork Mine Blowout High Priority ATP AML Reclamation project, 
prepared by the Division of Abandoned Mine Lands (DAML).  The request does not designate a funding source for the 
construction work under the Project Costs (Non‐Water Supply) of any of Kentucky’s Annual AML Construction Grant.  
OSM requests to be notified of the final funding source and State account number for our records.   
 
A pre‐approval field inspection of the proposed project was conducted on April 19, 2011, and supported the project 
proposal.  
 
It is OSM’s recommendation that appropriate consideration be given to the general recommendations and comments 
provided in the response from the agencies consulted in the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) environmental 
review documented in the Environmental Assessment (EA) prepared by DAML for this project and the Ernest McCown 
Slides project, since this project will us that projects waste area. Please give special attention to the following NEPA 
consultation recommendation(s)/conditions and ensure compliance with the following provisions in the ATP request 
documents noted here for emphasis, and/or the authorization of this project is further conditioned as follows:   
 
•  Please ensure compliance with the following provisions in the ATP request documents noted here for emphasis, that 
excavated materials will be placed in the waste area “no closer than 10 feet of a blue line stream.” 
 
•  OSM requests copies of any applications for permits/certifications and approval documents required for the 
construction of this project that were not submitted with the original ATP.  This information is needed by OSM to 
perform oversight and monitor compliance with the NEPA. 
 
The OSM Lexington Field Office Director has signed an ATP notice (confirming OSM’s email effective authorization on 
April 19, 2011), AMLIS PAD approval and the Categorical Exclusion Determination.  A copy of each of these documents 
and the LFO review memorandum are scanned into the attachment to this email for your information and use.  Mr. Carl 
Campbell, Commissioner, Department for Natural Resources has been notified of this authorization by receiving a copy 
of this email.   
 
Currently the AMLIS is not operational for data input. Please be sure to update the AMLIS with the information regarding 
Problem Area (PA) # KY‐004127‐SGA at a later date when the system is once again operational. 
 
Any questions concerning this ATP or the procedures can be addressed to Steve Cassel at 859‐260‐3912 or Gail Smith at 
(859) 260‐3908. Thank you. 
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Cassel, Steven R. "Steve"


From: Howell, Ryan (EEC) [Ryan.Howell@ky.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, April 19, 2011 3:41 PM
To: Cassel, Steven R. "Steve"; Miller, Corey T.
Cc: Overman, Bill (EEC); Rickwa, Vanna (EEC); Hohmann, Steve (EEC); Howard, Corey Ann 


(EEC)
Subject: ATP request for Little Fork Mine Blowout HP AMLRP
Attachments: Erenst McCown - project desc. and map.pdf; Views of waste area - Bing aerial.pdf; Little Fork 


Mine Blowout High Priority.pdf; Site FEMA Floodplain map; Little Fork Mine Blowout 
Complaint.pdf; SF# 07963-4_1973.pdf; Little Fork; Little Fork Mine Blowout


Steve and/or Corey, 
 
A blowout recently occurred on Little Fork in Pike County, and cleanup is needed (investigation report attached).  This 
site has been deemed a high priority, so an expedited ATP is being requested.  The problem remaining at the site 
involves a large amount of mud and debris that has been deposited around 4 residences, and in the Greg Bowling 
garage.  AML is proposing to remove debris out of the residential yards and the debris and mud out of the Greg Bowling 
garage.    Attached is a project description and aerial map with the project limits.   The waste material will be taken to 
the waste area used during the Ernest McCown Slides AMLRP that was issued an ATP on 8/21/08.  Attached are a project 
description and map of the Ernest McCown project, and a recent Bing map of the waste area that shows the area to still 
be void of trees. 
 
Because, the proposed work is located within the residential yards and involves the unstable material that has washed 
down, KHC will not need to be contacted as the site and waste area are exempt under the Programmatic Agreement 
between KHC and AML.  OSA has been sent a description and map of the site, but because of the reasons previously 
stated, it appears that there should be no negative impacts to any archaeological resources.  AML will forward 
comments made by OSA when we receive them.     
 
AML personnel were asked to review the site for potential water issues involving permits/certifications.  Attached is a 
map that lists the site as a “No special Flood Hazard Area.”  Material will also not be placed within the residential yards, 
and no work is proposed within any creeks or waterways.  An additional review of floodplain issues is included in the 
attached “Little Fork” email that also shows the project limits. 
 
A memo from Ed Boone, concerning the KSNPC database search results indicates that the site is not in any of the critical 
bat habitat areas (see attached).  An additional search of the KSNPC database will be performed and a memo forwarded 
when it is completed.  KDFWR has been sent a description and map of the proposed work, and their comments will be 
forwarded to OSM when we receive them.  However, it is unlikely that any endangered species will be negatively 
impacted, since no trees will be removed, no openings or cave‐like structures will be closed, no work will take place in 
any streams, the waste area was recently used and is maintained, and the project work site is located in residentially‐
maintained yards.   
 
Please accept this email as a formal ATP request. 
 
Your expedited response is greatly appreciated 
 
Thanks, 
Ryan Howell   
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Cassel, Steven R. "Steve"


From: Boone, Edwin (EEC) [Edwin.Boone@ky.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, April 19, 2011 3:38 PM
To: Overman, Bill (EEC); Howell, Ryan (EEC)
Subject: Little Fork Mine Blowout
Attachments: Little Fork Mine Blowout Bats.pdf


  Bill and Ryan: 
 
A check of the USFWS Myotis sodalis range-circle map and the KSNPC database shows no “Known 
Habitat” for the Indiana bat at the site of the Little Fork Mine Blowout.  Please see the attached map.   
 
 


Edwin A. Boone, Jr. 
     Environmental Scientist II 
     (AMD Set-Aside Coordinator and Division Biologist) 


     Project Management Branch 
     Division of Abandoned Mine Lands 
     2521 Lawrenceburg Road 
     Frankfort, KY 40601 
          Phone:  502-564-2141 
          FAX: 502-564-6544 
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From: Corey Miller  
Sent: Friday, July 25, 2008 11:27 AM 
To: Carrie Lona 
Subject: Ernest McCrown Slides -ATP- Pike County 
 
Carrie Lona 
Fish and Wildlife Biologist 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Kentucky Field Office‐Frankfort 
J.C. Watts Federal Building 
330 W. Broadway, Room 265 
Frankfort, Kentucky 41601 
502‐695‐0468 X‐116 
502‐695‐1024 (fax) 
 
Please accept this email as notification that this office received an 
“authorization to proceed with construction” (ATP) request from the 
Kentucky Division of Abandoned Mine Lands (DAML) for the City of 
Elkhorn Multi‐Site Water Supply AML Reclamation Project located in Pike 
County.  A copy of the ATP text documents is attached in a pdf file. 
  
I have conducted an office review of the request documents.  The ATP 
documents consist of a request letter, project description, AML Inventory 
Problem Description forms, a National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
review documented in an Environmental Assessment with agency 
consultation response letters attached, which includes the findings of their 
staff biologist's review of the Kentucky State Nature Preserves Commission 
(KSNPC) database and formal consultation with Kentucky Department of 
Fish and Wildlife Resources (KDFWR).  
 
The OSM Lexington Field Office is responsible for conducting State AML 
project NEPA coordination with your Kentucky Field Office of the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service (USFWS) located in Frankfort, KY.  After review of the 
ATP documents, we determined that formal consultation with the USFWS is 
not necessary because we have identified no evidence that the proposed 
project has the potential to adversely affect a federally listed species [OSM 
Directive GMT‐10 “Federal Assistance Manual” (FAM) Chapter 5‐11‐15, A. 3.] 
or wetlands.  
 
Please note that the project should not impact Indiana bats, in that there 
will be no disturbance of abandoned structures, caves/cliffs or mine portals 
and the project does not anticipate disturbing forested or previously 
undisturbed areas. In order to eliminate any potential for a negative impact 
on the Indiana bat, DAML has inserted a requirement in the project and EA 







that tree removal will take place only between October 15 and March 31, 
while the bats are within their hibernacula. 
 
If you disagree with our determination and feel that formal consultation is 
necessary, please notify this office and provide your reasons by phone or 
email prior to August 11,  2008, so your comments may be considered prior 
to our authorization of the project on August 13, 2008. 
 
If you have any non‐statutory (i.e. BMP’s, general wildlife habitat 
considerations, reclamation species recommendations, etc.) comments or 
recommendations for consideration on the project, please forward them to 
this office at any time.  
 
Thank you 
 


McCrown.pdf 
(2 MB)


 
 
Corey Miller 
Regulatory Program Spec. 
Office of Surface Mining 
Lexington Field Office 
2675 Regency Road 
Lexington, Kentucky 40503 
  
Phone: (859) 260-3916 
Fax: (859) 260-8410 


 







From: Carrie_Lona@fws.gov [mailto:Carrie_Lona@fws.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, August 06, 2008 10:38 AM 
To: Corey Miller 
Subject: FWS 2008-B-0865, Ernest McCrown Slides -ATP- Pike County 
 
 
Dear Mr. Miller:  
 
The Frankfort, KY Field Office of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has reviewed the 
subject project in accordance with the Endangered Species Act (ESA) and Fish and 
Wildlife Coordination Act (FWCA).  The only federally listed threatened or endangered 
species known to occur within the proposed project area is the endangered Indiana bat ( 
Myotis sodalis).   Your staff has determined that the proposed project would not likely 
adversely affect any federally listed species. The proposed project will not disturb any 
caves, rockshelters, or abandoned mine portals.  Further, the project should not impact 
any forested habitat or previously undisturbed areas and if any trees are to be removed, it 
will occur between October 15 and March 31.  Therefore, we concur with your 
determination that the proposed project would not likely adversely affect the Indiana bat. 
 With this information, we believe the requirements of Section 7 of the ESA have been 
fulfilled.  However, obligations under Section 7 of the Act must be reconsidered if (1) 
new information reveals impacts of the proposed action may affect listed species or 
critical habitat in a manner not previously considered, (2) the proposed action is 
subsequently modified to include activities which were not considered during this 
consultation, or (3) new species are listed or critical habitat designated that might be 
affected by the proposed action.  
 
The comments provided above have been submitted electronically (e-mail) to expedite 
processing of the subject application(s).  These comments have been discussed and 
approved by Mr. Virgil Lee Andrews, Jr., Field Supervisor and therefore should be 
considered the comments of the Service and Kentucky Field Office.  We appreciate the 
opportunity to provide input on the proposed project(s).  If you have any questions on this 
comment letter or its contents, please contact me at (502) 695-0468, Ext. 116.  
 
 
 
 
Carrie L. Lona 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
330 W. Broadway, Rm. 265 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
502-695-0468 ext. 116 
 
  ...><(((>        ...><(((>        ... ><(((>        ... ><(((> 
"Be the change you wish to see in the world." 
~M. Gandhi 
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Cassel, Steven R. "Steve"


From: Howell, Ryan (EEC) [Ryan.Howell@ky.gov]
Sent: Monday, April 25, 2011 7:09 AM
To: Cassel, Steven R. "Steve"; Miller, Corey T.
Cc: Rickwa, Vanna (EEC); Overman, Bill (EEC)
Subject: FW: Little Fork Mine HP Blowout AMLRP (Pike County)
Attachments: Comment Letter.pdf


Here’s the KDFWR letter for the Little Fork Mine Blowout HP AMLRP for your records. 
 
Thanks, 
Ryan 
 
From: Stoelb, Daniel (FW)  
Sent: Friday, April 22, 2011 10:54 AM 
To: Overman, Bill (EEC); Howell, Ryan (EEC); Rickwa, Vanna (EEC) 
Subject: Little Fork Mine HP Blowout AMLRP (Pike County) 
 
Attached, please find the KDFWR comment letter regarding the subject project. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Dan Stoelb 
Wildlife Biologist 
Fisheries Division - Environmental Section 
KY Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources 
#1 Sportsman's Lane 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
Phone: (502) 564-7109 ext. 4453 
Fax: (502) 564-4519 
www.fw.ky.gov 
 
Did you know...Department of Fish and Wildlife receives NO state tax dollars and manages wildlife for all citizens? 
 
Confidentiality Notice: This e-mail message, including any attachment, is for the sole use of the intended recipient (s) and may contain confidential 
information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is strictly prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the 
sender, by e-mail, and destroy all copies of the original message. 
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22 April 2011 
 
Steve Hohmann, Director 
Division of Abandoned Mine Lands 
2521 Lawrenceburg Road 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
 
RE: Little Fork Mine Blowout High Priority (HP) AML Reclamation Project (Pike County) 
 
Dear Mr. Hohmann: 
 
The Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources (KDFWR) has received your request for information pertaining 
to the subject project. The Kentucky Fish and Wildlife Information System indicates that the federally-endangered 
Blackside Dace (Chrosomus cumberlandensis), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), and Gray bat (Myotis grisescens) are known 
to occur within 10 miles of both the project site and the waste area. No state-listed species are known to occur within one 
mile of the project site. Please be aware that our database system is a dynamic one that only represents our current 
knowledge of various species distributions. 
 
Erosion control measures, as mentioned in the project description, will need to be installed prior to construction and 
should be inspected and repaired regularly as needed. I hope this information is helpful to you, and if you have questions 
or require additional information, please call me at (502) 564-7109 extension 4453. 
 
Sincerely, 


 
 
 


Dan Stoelb 
Wildlife Biologist 
 


 
Cc: Environmental Section File 









